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WASHINGTON — The
community often
scriticized and recently . under
Iﬁre from ° presidential adviser,
:Henry " A, Kisshnger, emerges
‘from the Penlac*on study of the
Vietnam war with iis reputation
much enbanced.

" War crides will complain that,
.over the years of U.S. invslve-
-ment, the Central Intelligence

_ -Agency is shown to have conduets
-ed covert
-china, Operational

.operations in Indo-
. responsi-
bility for such actions is an old

fcontrqvez-sy,'of course, and those

subrosa  activitics were ordor-
ed by a succession of U.S. presi-
“dents and their National -Secur-
ity Councils,

. With 1e.spect to its major fun-
- intelligence and its as-
sesament, the CIA proves to
- have been very perceptive over
- the Vietnam years, The in elli-
“rence -analysts -read very * well
_ the indicaticos of whal might de-

; vclop in Indochma as the Umtcd
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" Laos,
" oher
falling
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Specifically, the CI’\ and the
intelligence studies in which CIA
rejected the dom-
ino theory — the idea that the
fall of Vie'mam would

Asian naticns
row of dominoes.
saw limited damage to U.S,

CIA
in-

tevests frem “a Comenunist viet-

" ment official, offered .
_in Februavy 1964, when the ad-
“ministration

-

ory ‘n Vie nam.
Additionally,
he impact, in Narch Vic ram, of
a rostricted campaign of 'U.S.
bombing. It "thus disinissed the
thesis' of Wali W, Rostow tha
Norih Vietnam woeuld be intim-

- idated by the possible loss of i's

tiny industrial complex which
bad been painstakingly dev.icp-

- ed alter the war with the lech

“INDIGENOUS" SUPPORT
— Rostow, then a State Dcparl-
his thesis

was beginr'ng o
siress the controlling role of

topple
.hen Cambodia and then\/
— like a -

CIA minimised

« bedia” no rn
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'Norlh Vie'nam in the war in the
in- -

Soulth. At that time, however,
telligence un&'lysc.s were report-
ing that the primarvy source of
Commumsl. stxcnvth was  “indi-
genous,”

That CIA view, of a wvo]ullon-
ary Comumunist movement iden-
tified with nationalis: sentiments
carried over from the war with
the French; was given lit'le cre-

" dence by Pre-idépt Jehnsan and

his top aides, accsrding to lhc
Pentagon study.

In June of 1924 President Jehn-
son asked CIA whe her the rest
of Souheast Asia wrculd necess-
arily fall to the Communists if
South Vietnam and Laos came
trol. That was an occasion on
which CIA chaienged the dom-
ino theorv, asserting tha' “with
the possible exception of Cam-
‘tan in the area
would ‘quickly fall to the Com-
niunists,

Again, administration  pol-
icy nmke1~ werc nof -persuaded,
and fears for such nations as

“National

/
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Malaysia persisted in high ad-

minstration councils,

tagon study reports. . )
- In November of 1934, when the
Security Couneil was
considering plans for carvying
the bombing to North Vietnam,
it was an intelligence pancl -

Jthe Pen-

“including CIA, State Deparlinent

mnelhgencc and the Pentagon's
Defcnse Intelligeney ™ Agency-——
which said the plan had litle
chance of -intimidating.

" . North Vielvamese.

In the spring of 1963, when the
discussions had twned to poss-
ible commitment of U.S, (roops
to offensive combat operations,
CIA Dircctor- John A. McCone

.said a change in the vole of U.S.
troops was inconsistent with the °

Nimited tempo of the bombing
opera ions then being conducied.
He said the proposed air and
groung pressures on Hanoi would
not be enough,

“In effect,” said McCome in
meamo, “'we wll
find ourselves mired down in
combat in .the jungle in a mili-
tary effort” that we cannot win,
and from which we will have ex-
treme difficulty extricating our-
selves.”

STYLR
memo McCone, the rather daur
California  induslvialist  who
was “rought in to revive CIA

“after the ill-fated Bay of Pigs in-
vasion, showed himscll to be a -

full pardcipant in the formula-
tion of U.S. policy. With the bene-
fit of hindsight, one can wish he
had been more persuasive,
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